
Shiny Text 

 

Really shiny beveled text is cool, and eye catching. When I come across effects like this I always stop 

and try to identify the layer styles that were used to achieve the look. The fact is you can create a 

very complex look with just a few layer styles. In this Quick Tip, I’ll show you just how easy it can be. 

Instructions modified from: http://wegraphics.net/blog/tutorials/photoshop-quick-tip-ultra-glossy-text-effect/ 

 

Preview 

Here’s a look at what we’ll be working to achieve. 

 

Files Needed (download from google clasroom) 

● shiny01.jpg 

● shiny02.jpg 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Instructions 

Create New & Background Layer 

1. File > New  - Width :700 pixels,  Height: 700 

pixels, Resolution: 72; Color Mode: CMYK 

2. File > Save As 

1. Save As: LastName Shiny.psd 

2. Format: Photoshop 

3. In Photoshop, go to File> Open, find your 

shiny01 file and click Open 

4. Press Control + A to select all 

5. Use the Move Tool to drag the wood grain to your LastName Shiny.PSD file 

6. Control+T  

7. Press Control+0 to zoom out 

8. Resize your wood layer to 27% and move it to line up 

with your canvas so there is no white showing on the 

edges 

9. Press Enter to finish the transformation and Control+0 

to zoom back in 

10. Desaturate ( Shift+Control+U ) the wood texture to 

make it a bit darker. 

11. Add a Brightness/Contrast Adjustment Layer (from 

the Adjustments Panel) to make the wood even darker. I used Brightness at -95, Contrast at 

0. Should look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gradient Tool 

12. Create a new layer, name it Gradient 

13.  Click the Default Colors button to reset your colors to black and white   

14. Select the Gradient (G) Tool  (it may be hiding under the Paint Bucket tool) 

15. On the Options bar, click the color bar  (not the arrow) to open the Gradient 

editor 

 

16. Select the 2nd Preset  (Foreground to Transparent)  

17. Drag the Opacity Stop (on the top right of the gradient bar)to Location:  50% 

 

18. Drag the Color Stop (on the bottom right) to Location:  50% 

 



19. Click above the gradient bar on the right to add another Opacity Stop 

 

20. Click on the Opacity to change it to 100%      

21. Click on the middle Opacity Stop and locate the 2 Opacity Midpoints (the small diamonds) 

Move them the 30% and 70%

 

22. Click OK 

23. Use your cursor to draw a line from top to bottom 

 

This makes the fade to black at the top and bottom of the background. That’s all we need to do for the 

background. 

 

 

 



Text Layer 

24. Click the Type Tool on the toolbar. Make sure the font color is White. Select a font style - you 

can use any font for this effect.I used Forte at 130pt. You want to use a thick curved font that 

will allow all the styles you are going to add to be noticeable.) 

25. Click and drag to create a box and type your name large enough to span the majority of your 

document. If text first appears in your type box when you create it, just delete it. 

 

Layer Styles 

26. At the bottom of the Layers Panel find the fx button > select Drop Shadow adjust your 

settings similar to the picture below - DO NOT Click OK 

  



Click on the words Outer Glow on the left. Use the settings below - the blue color is #003f66 

 

27.  Then select the Beveled and Emboss section - match the setting below 

 



28. Double click the Gloss Contour thumbnail (in the red box below)

 

29. Select the Preset: Ring - Double option click OK 

 

 



30. Select the Color Overlay section. Change the Blending mode to Color Burn and color to 

#b7eaff. You won’t be able to see these effects applied just yet because of the blend modes 

that we are setting.  

 

31. Select the Gradient Overlay Section. Change the settings like below. Colors are light blue 

#9dc4cc and dark blue #19283c. 

 

32. Press Okay to apply the layer styles -  YOU WILL NOT SEE THE BLUE COLORS UNTIL YOU 

DO THE NEXT PART 

33. Press Control+S to save 

Pattern & Glare 

34. Download and open the shiny02.jpg image DO NOT drag it into your shiny.psd 

 

35. Desaturate the image ( Shift + Control + U )  

 



36. Apply a Spherize Filter ( Filter > Distort > Spherize ) with amount set to 100%. 

 

37. Filter > Blur > Radial Blur with amount set to 15. 

 

38. To save as a pattern click Edit > Define Pattern. You can name it Pattern 1. 

39. Close the shiny02 tab - do not save 



40. Go back to your LastName Shiny tab.  

41. Click on the fx button again and select Pattern Overlay 

42. Click on the Pattern dropdown arrow to select the new pattern you just created. Set other 

setting as below. DO NOT click OK 

 

43. Before you click OK, click on your name and move the pattern around until you see the curves 

of the pattern in your name.  

 

 

 

 



44. Select the Stroke section. Change Fill Type 

to Gradient. The colors are  

1.  #003b4c 

2. #2b78a0 

3. #4098ca  

4. #eaf6ff 

Use the image below to place and color each part 

of the gradient.  

 

 

 

  

 

45. When your gradient bar looks like the previous picture, click OK to close the Gradient Editor, 

then click OK to accept the effects changes 
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ADDING GLARE 

46. Create a new layer, name it Glare.  

47. Select the Brush tool (B). Change the size to 25 and Hardness 0% and make your Color: 

White 

48. Click once is several places to paint a bit of glare on the highlights.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

49. Change the Opacity of the Glare layer to 75 - 85% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



50. The completed effect. See below for turn in instructions 

 

 

 

51. Command+S to save 

52. File > Save As, navigate to your Shiny folder  

53. Be sure the name is LastName Shiny  

54. Change the Format to JPEG and click Save 

55. Upload the .jpg version of your project to your blog. There will not be a before and after 

photo.  


