
 

Comic Book Effect 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Get out your phone - you have 2 minutes to take a picture of yourself (NOT FILTERS), like 

mine below 

a. Get close to the camera, don’t worry about 

blemishes and don’t cover your face 

 

 

 

 

2. Email the picture to yourself and download to your desktop.  

3. Create a folder in your Photoshop Folder and title it Comic Book Effect 

4. Open Photoshop 

5. Open your picture into Photoshop (do not create a New Document) 



 

6. Click File then Save As and browse to your Comic Book Effect folder  

7. Change the name to LastName Comic Book Effect 

8. Make sure Format is set to Photoshop (.PSD) and click Save 

Crop a Picture  

9. Click the Crop Tool  

10. Draw a rectangle around the part of the picture you want to keep, like below. 

 

11. Press Enter on your keyboard to complete the crop 

12. Click on the Move tool  or the letter (V) to exit the Crop tool 

  



 

Spot Healing Brush 

We can eliminate blemishes on our face using the Spot Healing Brush. This tool uses context 

clues to “fix” any area you click on.  

13. Click the Spot Healing Brush Tool  or press (J) 

14. Click small areas that you want to fix, like below. Here I removed a sunspot that’s on my 

nose.  

 

 

 

 

 

Duplicate a Layer 

15. Duplicate the Background layer (in your Layers Panel) by pressing Control on your 

keyboard and clicking on the Background Layer, then choose Duplicate Layer  

16. Name the new layer Color (remember that it is always a good idea to leave your 

Background layer alone and make modifications to copies of it in the event you make a 

catastrophic error and need to start over with the original image) 

Image Adjustments 

17. Click Image menu then point at Adjustments and click Levels… 

Notice that your area of white does not look like mine – everyone’s will 

be unique 



 

18.  Using the Levels, adjust your picture and infuse it with color by changing the output 

levels. We can do this by dragging the black input arrow near the bottom left, and 

moving it to the right and/or dragging the white input arrow on the bottom right, to the 

left.  

 

19. Fine tune the sliders until your image has greater contrast and more vivid colors, these 

are the settings that work with mine…  

 

 

20. So that you go from the left image below to the 

right… 

 

 

 

 

 

Using Filters 

21. Next we need to give our image some texture so that it looks like it is actually printed on 

comic book paper; click on the Color Layer.  

 



 

22. Click Filter menu then Filter Gallery. A new window will open. On the right of that 

window click Artistic and click Film Grain… 

 

23. Again, you will need to figure out what settings work best for your image, I used Grain 3, 

Highlight Area 2, and Intensity 10, as in the image above… 

 

You want to have just enough Grain so that some noise is visible in the dark areas of 

your image, but not so much that is looks crowded, and you will likely want Intensity 

turned all the way up to 10 so you get areas of color that are oversaturated, just like in a 

comic book 

24. Duplicate the Color layer (Right Click > Duplicate Layer) and name it Dots 

25. We are going to apply a filter called Halftone to give the image the dot-like appearance 

common in comic books; click Filter menu 

then point at Pixelate and click Color 

Halftone; and set Max. Radius to 4, 5 or 6 

while leaving all other settings at their 

default numbers… 

 

 



 

26. The image is a bit too bright, so let’s tone it down by changing the blending mode of the 

Dots layer from Normal to Darken…Notice that the image now looks much more comic 

bookish… 

 

 

Using Layer Styles 

27. Double-click the Dots 

layer (not on the layer 

name but to the right of 

ii) to bring up the Layer 

Style window 

28. Turn on the Stroke 

option (click on the 

word Stroke) and use 

the following settings… 

a. For Size set it to 18, and select Inside for the Position  
 

29. For Color, double click the color box. use the hex code #fefecc (this can be copied and 

pasted into the box at the bottom of the color picker)  

 

 

 

 



 

30. Click OK and take note of your new border 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using Selections & the Edit Menu 

31. Insert a new layer by clicking the New Layer button 

(next to the trash can) at the bottom of the 

layers panel and make sure it is at the top of your layers 

stack. Double-click on the name and change it to Border 

and make sure it is the active layer (it will be highlighted) 

32. Use the Rectangular Marquee Tool  to make a 

selection of everything but 

the border you just created 

 

 

 

 



 

 

33. Click Edit menu then Stroke 

34. Use the settings in the image below… then click OK 

 

 

  

 

35. Press Control+D to deselect your image 

36. Click Filter then point at Blur and click Blur, this will take away the hard edge and make 

the line look a little more hand drawn 

Selection Tools 

37. Add a new layer  and name it Upper Box 

38.  Add another new layer and name it Lower Box 

39. Click and drag the Boxes layer so that it is below the 

Border layer, as in the picture to the right 

40. Click on Upper Box Layer and use the Rectangular 

Marquee Tool to draw a box in the upper-left hand corner of your image… 

 

We will use this box to insert the date 



 

41. Add a stroke as you did above (Edit menu > 

Stroke), but this time use a Width of 3, click OK 

42. Deselect the rectangle (Control+D) 

43. Hold down the Quick Selection tool  to choose the Magic Wand Tool  to 

select the inside of the rectangle you just created 

Use the Gradient Tool 

44. Click the Gradient Tool   

45. Click on the Foreground Color (the black box 

in this picture)  

46. In the Color Picker, Copy and paste ff6e02 to the # 

box at the bottom, click ok. Notice on the 

Options Bar that the gradient has changed 

47. Make the background color fed803 

48. Draw a line from left to right in the area you 

have selected  

49. Deselect the rectangle ( Control+D) 

 

 



 

50. Click on the Lower Box layer the Rectangular Marquee Tool to draw a box in the lower-

right hand corner of your image… 

We will use this box to insert your name 

51. Add a stroke as you did above (Edit menu > 

Stroke), with a Width of 3 and color of Black 

52. Deselect the rectangle (Control+D) 

Use the Paint Bucket Tool 

53. Click the Paint Bucket Tool   Hold down on the Gradient Tool 

to get to the Paint Bucket 

54. Change your Foreground color to White, click 

inside the rectangle  

Use the Type Tool 

55. Click the Type Tool  

56. In the Options bar choose the Showcard Gothic font, around size 24 and make the text 

color black 

57. Draw a box inside the upper-left rectangle and 

write the month and year, without the first 

letter of the month  

58. Click the Move tool to exit the Type Tool and move the words to fit in the colored 

box if needed 



 

59. Click the Type tool again and draw another box to create a new Type layer and type the 

first letter of the month; make this letter red and increase the font size to around 60 

60. Use the Move Tool  to move the letter if 

needed 

 

 

61.  

62. Double-click the new text layer (not on the layer name) to bring up the Layer Style 

window, choose Drop Shadow by clicking on Drop Shadow on the left, then you can 

match my settings or choose your own  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

63. In the white box in the bottom right corner, create another Type layer with your first 

initial. Use the same font, but size around 80 

64. Look at the new layer and locate the fx indicator  



 

65. Hold the Alt key, click and drag the fx to the new text 

layer  

66. This will apply the same effects to the 

new layer, like this  

67. Click and drag your initial layer to the New Layer Button to duplicate it 

 

68. Click the Move tool  and move the new layer to the right of the original 

 

69. Click the Type Tool, click the copied letter and change it to your last initial 

 

70. Click the Move Tool (v) to exit the Type tool 

71. Notice in the Layers panel the copy layer name has 

changed to your last initial 

72. Use the Type tool to create another text layer 

73. Type your name without your initials, adding extra space for your initials. You may have 

to change the font size or the box size to get your name to fit in the box. 

 



 

74. Use the Move tool to adjust the red letters. Be sure to select the correct layer before 

moving them 

 

 

75. You should now have something similar to the image below… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

76. Press Control+S to save your PSD project 

77. Click File > Save As 

78. Be sure the name is LastName Comic Book Effect 

79. Change the Format to JPEG and click Save 

80. Post a before and after picture to you blog. Summarize the tools you learned during this 

lesson.  

81. Let Coach Smith know if you want your project printed 

 



 

82. Master the Comic Book Effect  

a. Download a large image online of a person family member or friend (You can be 

in it like I am with my Rylie).  

b. Open it in Photoshop 

c. Save As: LastName Comic Book Effect 2 

d. Format: Photoshop 

e. Turn the image into a comic 

f. When finished with it, save as a JPEG and post the before and after to your blog.  


