
Adding a Tattoo in Photoshop 
This will be a quick lesson that will cover a few basic items in Photoshop, as well as one really 

cool tool that has tons of functions. For this lesson, we will all work through adding three basic 

tattoos to an image, and then you will work 

independently to create another image using a different 

portrait and all new tattoos of your choice. 

Let’s Begin 

1. Open Google Classroom to download the 

following files:  Tattoo0, Tattoo1, Tattoo2 and 

Tattoo3 files  

2. In your downloads folder move the tattoo files to 

your Photoshop folder, then to your Graphic 

Design Folder.  

3. Create a new folder in your graphic design folder 

and title it Tattoo. Move the tattoo files into the 

Tattoo folder.  

4. Open Photoshop 

5. Click File > Open 

6. Navigate to your Tattoo  folder and open the Tattoo0 and Tattoo1 files (You want them 

to be on separate tabs)

 

7.  Click on the Tattoo0.jpg tab 

a. Click File > Save As 

b. Save As: LastName Tattoo 

c. Where: Photoshop folder 

d. Format: Photoshop 

e. Click Save 

 



Select & Move a Layer 

8. Click on the Tattoo1 tab towards the top of the Photoshop window 

9. Press Control+A to select the entire image 

10.Click the Move Tool   

11.Click and drag the dragon tattoo to the top of the screen where you see the file tabs…

 

12.Hold it over the LastName Tattoo tab until the tab opens… 

13.Keep holding down the mouse and drag your cursor down into the Taylor image, then 

let go 

14.In the Layers panel, double-click on the words Layer 1 and change it to Dragon 

 

 

 

  

 



Transform a Layer 

At this point it should be obvious that our dragon tattoo is too large to be used on Taylor so 

we need to resize it 

15.Press Control+T to transform. This brings up a box with “handles” that you can use to 

change the size of the dragon tattoo. 

16.In the Options bar, click the Maintain Aspect Ratio button 

 and change one of the percentages to 25%. Notice 

that the other one changes too.  

17.Notice that your dragon tattoo has shrunk… 

 

18.Press Enter to apply the transform 

19.We only want the black to visible, so in the Layers Panel 

change the blending mode of the Dragon layer to 

Multiply…Notice that the white has disappeared and only the 

black is visible 

20.We are going to place this tattoo on Taylor’s left arm (it is the arm on 

the right to us, but if you are her it is her left arm), so we want to 

flip the tattoo horizontally 

 



21.Click the Edit menu > Transform > Flip Horizontal 

22.Press Enter on your keyboard to complete the transformation 

23.Use the Move tool to move the dragon to Taylor’s left arm 

Gaussian Blur 

24.Zoom in to 100%, and move to the dragon tattoo 

25.Our tattoo is a bit too sharp, so let’s soften it up so it 

looks like it is actually painted on her skin by clicking 

Filter menu then pointing at Blur and clicking Gaussian 

Blur… 

 

to open the Gaussian Blur window… 

 

 



26.Set the Radius to 0.8 and keep an eye on the image and notice that your dragon tattoo 

should soften up a bit… 

 

Transform - Warp 

27.Let’s adjust the tattoo so that it matches the contour of her arm by clicking Edit then 

pointing at Transform and clicking Warp… OR You can also press Control+T and click 

the Warp button on the right end of the Options bar ---->  

 

 

 



28.Photoshop will place warp handles on the dragon tattoo… 

 

29.Click and drag the warp handles to reshape the tattoo so that it matches the contours of 

her arm… 

 

Your warp does not have to match mine, but make sure it appears as though it is 

actually wrapped around her arm 

30.Press Enter to apply the warp 

 



31.Tattoos do not go off of skin, so zoom in and erase any parts of the tattoo that are not 

on skin 

32.Our final step is to reduce the brightness of the dragon tattoo so that it looks more 

natural, so let’s reduce the Opacity of the tattoo layer to 70%... 

 

33.So here is our final dragon tattoo… 

 

 



Add the Tribal Tattoo 

34.File > Open > Tattoo2 

35.Press Control+A to select the entire image 

36.Click the Move Tool   

37.Click and drag the tribal tattoo to your LastName Tattoo image tab 

38.In the Layers panel, double-click on the words Layer 1 and change it to Dragon 

 

39.We only want the black to visible, so in the Layers Panel change the blending mode of 

the Tribal layer to Multiply… 

 

Notice that the white has disappeared and only the black is visible 

40.Use the Move tool to move the dragon to Taylor’s right arm 
 

 

 

 

 



Gaussian Blur 

41.Zoom in to 200%, and move to the dragon tattoo 

42.Click Filter > Blur > Gaussian Blur… 

43.Set the Radius to 0.8 and click OK 

 

Transform a Layer 

44.Press Control+T to transform.  

45.Use the options bar to adjust the size and 

rotation to W:48%    H:160%    Rotation: 9 ------> 

46.Notice that your tribal tattoo has changed 

 

47.Press Enter to apply the transform 

48.Tattoos do not go off of skin, so zoom in and erase any parts of the tattoo that are not 

on skin 

 



49.Reduce the Opacity of the Tribal layer to 70%... 

 

50.So here is our final tribal tattoo… 

 

 

 

Butterfly Tattoo 

For the last tattoo, we are going to place it on her shoulder so we can have some fun with the 

strap of her dress and the contours of her neck. 

51.Open Tattoo3, Control+A, click and drag the butterfly onto the Taylor photo 

52.Rename the new layer Butterfly 

53.In the Layers Panel change the blending mode of the Butterfly layer to Multiply 

 



54.Move the tattoo into place… 

 

55.Use the Warp tool to adjust the shape of the tattoo to match the contour of her chest – 

don’t worry about parts going off her shoulder or over her dress, we will deal with these 

areas later…  

 



56.Press Enter to apply the Warp 

57.Zoom to 250% 

58.Use the Eraser Tool to remove the areas off her shoulder and over her dress, but DO 

NOT remove the areas over the see-through part of her dress… 

 

59.Reduce the layer’s Opacity to 70% 

 

 



60.We need to soften the image on her shoulder so it looks like it is fading as her shoulder 

curves, so use the Eraser Tool with a Size 30px,  soft edge (Hardness 0%)brush 

 

61.Set Opacity and Flow  to 50% to gently remove the areas of the tattoo on the curvature 

of her shoulder 

 

62.We also need to soften the area of the tattoo on the see-through portion of her dress – 

be careful not to erase too much, the tattoo should still be visible… 

 

Look carefully and you will note that you can indeed still see the lines of the tattoo 

through me mesh portion of her dress 

63.When finished, you should have a brand new Taylor Swift… 

 



64.Control+S to save your PSD file 

65.File > Save As 

66.Be sure the name is LastName Tattoo  

67.Change the Format to JPEG and click Save 

68.Open Google Drive > Assignment folder > Photoshop Turn In > Tattoo Taylor Swift 

69.Upload the .jpg version of your project 

Your Turn 

70.At this point, you will need to choose a new picture and add tattoos to it.  

71.Use the Google Search Tools to search for LARGE images 

72.Save this new image with tattoos as LastName Tattoo 2.PSD  

73.You do not have to use the tattoos provided. To choose your own, search on Google 

for an image and use the Search Tools to narrow your search to Large, Black & White 

or transparent images. I would suggest not using a tattoo already on a person. 

74.Turn in the JPEG version of your custom image to  

 



a. Google Drive > Assignment folder > Photoshop Turn In > Tattoo 2 folder.  

 

 


